
Rupture of a Aluminium Waste Container 

 

Merlic and Schröder1 reported an incident in 

which a solution of sodium hydroxide 

(formed from after quenching a sodium 

metal used in a solvent still) was added to an 

aluminium waste container previously used 

to store diethyl ether. Sodium hydroxide and 

the aluminium container reacted to generate 

hydrogen resulting in the container failing. 
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